Dear Harold and Lil, 

Time has flown by since our last contact. I hope this letter finds you both well. 

Much has happened during 2001 . My father died on March 15, after three weeks 
in the hospital and eight days in a nursing home. He seemed to lose his will to go on. 
Basically, he reduced/stopped his food intake which is what did him in. In the hospital he 
ate very little even though my mother was there every day for at least eight hours try ing to 
get him to eat. When he went to the nursing home, he was not on the IV and he only 
lasted a short time. In October , they would have been married for 65 years. It took a 
while for my mother to get back to “normal”. 

Gerri and I took two trips; one to France where we were in the Burgandy wine 
country on a barge, for about a week and also had a few days in Paris. Later in the year, 
we went to Peru to see Machu Picchu and other Inca ruins, and spent a week at a lodge in 
the jungle. This was quite an experience. While we were in the jungle portion, Gerri’ s 
mother died unexpectly in her sleep. It took two days for the news to reach us, and we 
returned on 9/9/01. We drove to Chicago, where the funeral took place, and her burial 
was on 9/1 1/01, a day to remember! 

I have been keeping busy with day to day activities as well as my part-time job 
doing background investigations for the government. I still do a lot of reading on various 
major topics such as the shoot down of TWA 800, the Oklahoma City bombing, the 
political scene, and of course, JFK. I seem to remember that you mentioned you were 
working on some type of manuscripts or research. How is that going, and what areas are 
you working on? Did you get your JFK papers, etc., transferred over to the local College? 

If you have time, drop me a line to let me know how things are going with you 
both. God Bless. 


Bob Bates 


1/5/02 



